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Inclusion Policy 
 
Statement of Intent 
 

Meade High School’s mission is to provide an inquiry-based teaching and learning environment that 

cultivates open-mindedness, critical thinking, and effective communication to prepare college and 

career ready graduates with the necessary skills to make a positive impact within the global 

community. 

 

Our school believes that all students are entitled to full access to the Middle Years Programme, an 

inclusion programme. To this end, regardless of a students’ individual learning needs, we provide the 

least restrictive environment and supports to ensure that they are able to participate in the 

programme as fully as possible. Any student can apply to participate in the full Diploma Programme 

and will need to meet the guidelines set by AACPS for participation. Students who want to access 

Diploma Courses may do so with the pre-requisite course work. 

 

We believe that all students can learn and become productive citizens regardless of their disability, 

and they are provided opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and progress through various 

instructional strategies and assessments. Within our school contexts, we serve both students with 

learning challenges which require specialized instruction to help them to access the curriculum 

and/or students who are highly able or gifted learners who require opportunities for extension. 

 

Students with disabilities 

 

Local and national requirements 

Every educator in the nation is required to adhere to Public Law 94-142, the "Education for All 

Handicapped Children's Act of 1975," reauthorized in 2004 as Public Law 108-446, "Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Improvement Act" (IDEA) as well as Public Law 107–110 “No Child 

Left Behind Act (NCLB)” of 2001 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans 

with Disabilities Act.  Under each of these mandates, all students with disabilities are afforded the 

right to a free appropriate public education.  The majority of students that require specialized 

instruction are educated in the least restrictive setting inside of the general education classroom, 

while a small group of students receive specialized instruction outside of the general education 

http://specialchildren.about.com/od/disabilityrights/qt/ada.htm
http://specialchildren.about.com/od/disabilityrights/qt/ada.htm
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setting. Special education students are included in some general education classes and are held to the 

same curricular standards and rigorous curriculum that their peers without disabilities are expected 

to achieve.  Students who are not placed into general education classes and benefit from specialized 

instruction receive small group instruction in one of our programs that are tailored to student needs. 

 

Current services provided 

Students with disabilities are provided access to special education services through special education 

teachers, our social worker, school psychologist, speech pathologist, and other related service 

providers. Special education and general education teachers continually assess each student with 

special needs to determine strengths and needs and in turn provide them with appropriate 

modifications and accommodations.  As each student’s needs are unique so are their Individualized 

Education Plans (IEPs) and 504 Plans.   

 

Meade High School provides services to students based on the individual student need and least 

restrictive environment. We provide the following classroom settings: 

 

● Alternative Curriculum Classroom– This is a highly modified setting for students who have a 

profound intellectual disability and are not diploma bound.   

● Self-contained – small group setting with fewer than 10 students who receive highly 

specialized content based on student ability and grade level. 

● Co-taught – general education classroom with two highly-qualified teachers. The special 

educator tailors instruction to the student’s specialized needs while the general educator 

provides access to the content and curriculum.  

● Emotional Support Program - This program is for students with emotional disabilities and is 

structured to allow students to achieve academic success while learning life skills essential for 

diploma and college-bound students.  

 

Meade High School has a very dedicated and caring staff members who are willing to provide the 

assistance and support every student needs to be successful.  Special education teachers have been 

trained and exposed to research-based teaching methods including a focus on the Specialized 

Instruction Method for teaching.  Regardless of the least restrictive environment, each teacher is an 

expert in their field and by collaborating and planning lessons that are enriching and challenging to 



Meade High School IB Policy 
 

Meade Partnership Inclusion Policy                                                 Revised, November 2019 

all students, the entire class benefits from the two teachers combined strengths.  In addition, each 

school has a psychologist, speech and language pathologist, and a team of school counselors to meet 

students’ needs. Related service providers work between schools to ensure student success. Through 

these efforts, students have access to an assistive technology resource teacher, occupational 

therapist, vision specialist, hearing specialist, and physical therapist.  

 

Testing and screening tools 

Research-based formal assessments as well as informal assessments are regularly used by all qualified 

and certified teachers.  In the special education department, standardized assessments are utilized to 

determine strengths, and educational needs.  These tests include the Woodcock-Johnson III Tests of 

Achievement Forms A and B and the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test III.  Results from 

these tests are used for comparative purposes and to make determinations for special education 

programming.  They provide valuable information for writing Individualized Education Plans (IEP), 

and planning in the classroom setting.  IEP and 504 plan meetings are scheduled regularly, at 

minimum once a year, with parents, students, and teachers to discuss results and to plan for future 

educational needs.  The general education and special education teachers are trained to administer 

other formal and informal tests including the GATES reading assessment and common formative 

assessments.  These tests are used in conjunction with other criteria and data to determine 

placement and appropriate educational planning.  In addition, teachers regularly develop and 

administer their own informal tests to determine the needs of their individual students, and parents 

are regularly informed of the results and outcomes.  

 

Notification of testing results 

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) are federally mandated as outlined in IDEA. Each quarter, 

special education teachers and general education teachers must provide specific and measurable 

documentation to show growth and progress on goals and objectives as noted on each student’s 

IEP.   This can include informal assessments such as classwork, homework, quizzes; formal 

assessments such as summative projects, county benchmark and unit tests; or teacher observation.   

Due to the legally binding nature of IEPs and 504 plans, teachers are continually being trained on 

the appropriate documentation needed to report progress and parents are provided with quarterly 

progress reports with the necessary documentation noted.  When special education teachers write 

IEPs, the goals and objectives noted on the IEPs are taken directly from the curriculum.  Special 
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needs students are expected to participate fully in the MYP curriculum with appropriate 

modifications and accommodations as outlined in their IEPs or 504 plans.  The IEP and 504 plan 

processes are continually changing according to individual student needs, and teachers are constantly 

working to improve the delivery of instruction with needed modifications and accommodations.  

Students with 504 plans regularly access Diploma courses and the full Diploma Programme as well. 

 

Limitations to full access to the MYP 

Though the school aims to include every student enrolled in grades nine and ten in the Middle Years 

Programme, there are unique situations which may limit a student’s ability to fully participate. These 

are limited to the following circumstances: 

• A small percentage of students required to enroll in the alternative curriculum classroom do 

not have full access to the eight subject groups in middle school and six in high school. 

This is due to significant adjustments necessary to meet the students’ needs. However, 

teachers are included in staff professional development and are encouraged to incorporate 

components of the programme where applicable, such as development and exploration of 

the Learner Profile. 

• Based on state regulations and district protocols, a small percentage sixth, seventh, eighth 

and ninth graders are required to enroll in a reading intervention if they qualify for a 

comprehensive decoding or basic comprehension program based on their test results 

and/or IEP goals. As explained in the Meade Language Policy, due to these requirements, 

students enrolled in an intervention course are not enrolled in a Language B course.  
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English Learners 

At Meade High School English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) courses are designed for 

English learners at the newcomer, entering, beginning, developing, expanding and bridging levels of 

English proficiency.  By removing language barriers, students are taught and have ample practice 

with, the skills they need to meet grade-level standards while being introduced to the academic 

language needed for school success.  Meade High School has four full-time ESOL teachers who 

provide sheltered English instruction, curriculum modifications and tutoring for ESOL students.  In 

addition to specific course offerings, the ESOL teacher collaborates with all staff members to 

provide extensive modifications and remediation for non-native speakers who struggle with the core 

language of instruction. Additionally, they provide professional development opportunities for 

mainstream teachers to better understand best-practices for English Learners.  

 

In MYP years 4 and 5 and in grades 11 and 12, students may be placed in one of the following 

levels: 

● Newcomer:  Newcomer English language learners focus on acquisition of social and 

academic language.  Students learn reading and writing strategies and build oral 

comprehension and listening skills in English.  Additionally, students learn the conventions 

of basic grammar and punctuation and read a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

● Level 1:  Entering or Beginning students are introduced to the basic structures of reading, 

writing, speaking and listening in English.  Students learn to use English appropriately in a 

range of academic and social situations.  They also develop basic reading and writing 

strategies, expand oral comprehension, and learn initial conventions of grammar and 

punctuation. 

● Level 2:  English learners in the Developing or Expanding levels focus on the expanding 

social and academic language skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Students 

become more independent in the writing process by developing narrative, descriptive, 

technical, and persuasive writing.  They also apply reading strategies to a variety of fiction 

and non-fiction and engage in research activities. 

● Level 3:  English learners in the Expanding or Bridging levels focus on developing 

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Students expand their academic 

language and examine authentic literature, including novels, short stories, plays, poetry, 

narratives, and biographies.  They also engage in the writing process to develop narrative, 
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descriptive, technical and persuasive writing.  Instruction will also expand their use of 

technology to engage in research.   

 

Additionally, students may be placed in a native Spanish speakers course: 

● Spanish for Native Speakers:  Two levels of this course are available for students who have 

developed proficiency in Spanish because it is their first language or it is spoken extensively 

in the home.  The courses utilize a language arts approach comparable to that of English 

courses offered to English-speaking students.  The goals of these courses are to: 

o Develop proficiency-level skills in Spanish in order to be able to read with 

comprehension and enjoyment and to write extensively.   

o Become aware of the opportunities available to Spanish-English bilinguals. 

o To provide opportunities for students to develop a deeper awareness of their own 

identity as vital contributors to the community. 

o To encourage a life-long interest in and appreciation for language learning.   

 

Additional information regarding language learning supports can be found in the Meade Language 

Policy. 

 

Advanced Learners 

An advanced learner is a student who demonstrates continued mastery of standards and skills, and 

who demonstrates his or her knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways.    Advanced learners 

may or may not be active participants in the classroom, so it is important that educators use an 

assortment of tools to identify these students.  Advanced learners may be identified through a 

variety of methods, including but not limited to  

• Scores on formative and summative assessments  

• Attributes of the Learner Profile, such as risk-taker, thinker and inquirer 

• Local and national standardized test scores 

• Participation in any of the Anne Arundel County Public Schools GT/ALP (Gifted and 

Talented/Advanced Learner Profile) programs 

• Participation in a co-curricular activity related to academic, technical or artistic curricula 



Meade High School IB Policy 
 

Meade Partnership Inclusion Policy                                                 Revised, November 2019 

Advanced learners are challenged with the appropriate academic rigor through a variety of courses 

offered at Meade High School, including Honors, IB Diploma Programme, and Advanced 

Placement. Additionally, students who may have the aptitude for advanced work but require more 

support are encouraged to enroll in the AVID program. 

 

Policy Access 

 

The policy is published to the school’s website as well as the IB webpage for the school. At the start 

of each year, the policy is referenced in the back-to-school communications.  

 

Policy Review 

 

This policy will be reviewed by the schools’ leadership teams every February to ensure the following: 

• It aligns to any changes made to the AACPS special needs and/or advanced learners policies 

• It is informed by feedback from parents and other stakeholders 

• It is practiced with fidelity 

 

Resources 

 

International Baccalaureate Organization (2014). MYP: From principles into practice International  

Baccalaureate Organization (2014). Programme standards and practices 
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